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administration in America. The inhabitants are dis-
persed over too great a space, and separated by too
many natural obstacles, for one man to undertake to
direct the details of their existence. America is there-"
fore pre-eminently the country of provincial and
municipal government. To this cause, which was
plainly felt by all the Europeans of the New World,
the Anglo-Americans added several others peculiar
to themselves.
At the time of the settlement of the North American
colonies,  municipal liberty had  already penetrated
into the laws as well as the manners of the English;
and the emigrants adopted it, not only as a necessary
thing,  but  as  a benefit which  they knew how to
appreciate.    We have already seen the manner in
which the colonies were founded :   every province,
and almost every district, was peopled separately by
men   who   were  strangers   to   each   other,   or  who
associated with very different purposes.    The Englisl^
settlers in the United States, therefore, early perceived1
that they were divided into a great number of small
and   distinct   communities   which   belonged  to no
common centre ; and that it was needful for each of i
these little communities to take care of its own affairs, :
since there did not appear to be any central authority
which was naturally bound and  easily  enabled to
provide for them.    Thus, the nature of the country,
the   manner   in   which   the   British   colonies   were
founded, the habits of the first emigrants, in short,
everything, united to promote, in an extraordinary
degree, municipal and provincial liberties.
In the United States, therefore, the mass of tfre
institutions of the country is essentially republican;
and in order permanently to destroy the laws which
form the basis of the republic., it would be necessary
to abolish all the laws at once. At the present day it